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PHILOSOPHY — GENERAL
First Paper
Full Marks : 100

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words
as far as practicable.
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[English Version]

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.
First Half

Answer question no. 1 which is compulsory and any two questions
from the rest, taking one from each Unit.

1. Answer in brief (any four) : 5x4
(a) Distinguish between astika and nastika schools of philosophy.

(b) Why do the Carvakas reject Sabda as pramana?
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(c) Explain after Nyaya the different kinds of laukika sannikarsa.
(d) Explain after Nyaya, the nature of paksa, sadhya and hetu.
(e) Distinguish between svarthanumana and pararthanumana.

(f) How many kinds of guna are admitted in the Vaisesika philosophy? Mention each of them in the
order of succession.

(g) Explain different types of abhava padarthas after the Vaisesikas.

(h) Explain the difference between sagupa Brahman and nirgupa Brahman after Advaita Vedanta
philosophy.

Unit -1

. Why do the Carvakas reject anumana as pramana? Do you accept the Carvaka view? Give reasons for

your answer. 10+5

. Explain the definition of pratyaksa given by the Naiyayikas. Show the difference between nirvikalpaka

and savikalpaka pratyaksa with examples. What is the ground for admitting nirvikalpaka pratyaksa?

5+6+4
Unit - 2
. Explain the nature of the category of samanya as admitted by the Vaisesikas. Are samanya and jati
identical? Give reasons. What are the jatibadhakas? T+3+5
. Discuss in detail the nature of maya according to Advaita Vedanta. 15

Second Half

Answer question no. 6 and any two questions
from the rest, taking one from each Unit.

. Answer in brief (any four) : 5%x4

(a) What are the different meanings of the word ‘Know’? Give suitable examples.

(b) What are the different kinds of ideas according to Descartes? Discuss with examples.
(c) What are the main tenets of Kant’s critical theory of knowledge? Discuss in brief.
(d) Explain with examples the distinction between analytic and synthetic propositions.

(e) How does Locke distinguish between primary and secondary qualities?

(f) What are the main tenets of naive realism?

(g) Explain, in brief, the regularity theory of causality.

(h) What are the main tenets of interactionism regarding mind-body relation?
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10.

Unit -3
State and explain the necessary and sufficient conditions of propositional knowledge. What is the
distinction between strong and weak sense of the word ‘know’? 10+5
Explain and examine Berkeley’s subjective Idealism. 9+6
Unit - 4

Explain the view that there is necessary connection between cause and effect. Is this view acceptable?
Give reasons for your answer. 10+5

Explain and examine identity theory of mind-body relation. 9+6



